
Portfolio: CommunityTaxi Licensing 
– Mechanical Inspection Requirements

Ward(s) Affected: All

Purpose
To consider a recommendation to continue using the services of Motoright for the 
purpose of carrying out mechanical inspections in respect of Hackney Carriage and 
Private Hire licensed vehicles following a recent move of their operating base from 
Yateley to Finchampstead. 

Background

1. The conditions and requirements relating to Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Vehicles are regulated by the Council under the provisions of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 (The Act). 

2. Every district council which adopted The Act, has the right to set conditions and 
regulations relating to Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles on the grounds of 
public safety. 

3. One of the conditions set by Surrey Heath Borough Council requires that every 
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicle be subjected to, and must pass, a 
mechanical inspection at a garage nominated by the Council prior to being granted a 
licence.  

4. The Council may also require vehicles to undergo additional testing in certain 
circumstances, for example a licensed vehicle was involved in a road traffic collision 
or where Officers had concerns regarding mechanical safety.

5. Since 1997, the Council’s nominated inspection garage has been Motoright Ltd, 
Village Way, Reading Road, Yateley GU46 7SE. Previously the same operator was 
providing the service from 1992 to 1997 from a garage in Camberley, trading as 
Cherished Car Company.

Current Position

6. The proprietor of Motoright Ltd has advised officers that the site of their current 
premises has been sold for redevelopment and as a consequence they will be 
relocating to new premises in Finchampstead. Motoright Ltd intend to continue 
operating from both sites until their migration is complete. 

7. The acquisition of the new site and business previously trading as Hogwood garage 
took place on 01 February 2018. As part of the relocation, Motoright will assume a  
new trading name and address Motoright Hogwood Garage Ltd Unit F, Weller Drive, 
Hogwood Lane Ind Est, Finchampstead RG40 4QZ.

8. The proprietor has expressed his willingness to continue providing the current service 
of carrying out mechanical inspections of Hackney carriages and Private Hire 
vehicles on behalf of Surrey Heath Borough Council. The charge for each inspection, 
paid for by the vehicle proprietor will remain the same at £18 plus VAT. The garage 
currently provides, and intends to continue providing a similar service for Wokingham 
Borough Council



9. Officers have visited Motoright Hogwood Garage at the Finchampstead site and 
believe it to be satisfactory for the provision of the Taxi inspections currently 
provided.

10. Although the garage is 9 miles from Surrey Heath House by road compared to the                 
4.4 miles from Surrey Heath House to the Yateley garage, the new facility has the 
benefit of two MOT Testing Bays, rather than just one at the Yateley site, and an 
extra MOT Tester will be employed bringing the total to five. Consequently inspection 
slots for the taxi trade will become more flexible during the working week with 
appointments available throughout the day until 1800hrs and also until 1600hrs on 
Saturdays.

11. It should also be noted that neither the previous garage in Yateley, nor the 
Finchampstead site are within Surrey Heath which may be detrimental to businesses 
within the Borough. However, vehicle proprietors are at liberty to have any remedial 
or service work carried out on their vehicle anywhere they choose.  

Recommendations

12. That the Committee note:
i. the contents of the report
ii. that Motoright Ltd, the Council’s nominated garage for mechanical 

inspections regarding Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicles, has 
changed its name to Motoright Hogwood Garage Ltd and has relocated to 
Unit F, Weller Drive, Hogwood Lane Ind Est, Finchampstead RG40 4QZ. 
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